
MK Christian Environment Group Newsletter – May/June 2014  

Joy in Enough  

Our recent MKCEG event Joy in Enough was inspired by 
this year’s Christian Ecology Link conference of the same 
name. We watched a video, based on the book Enough is 
Enough by authors Rob Dietz and Dan O’Neill. Dan is 
lecturer in Environmental and Ecological Economics at the 
University of Leeds and chief economist for CASSE (the 
Center for the Advancement of Steady State Economics).  
He was the keynote speaker at the CEL conference.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The book explores the proposition that the growth 
economics we have experienced in the past cannot be 
sustained in the future and that we need to tread a 
different path.  It is very readable and it isn’t necessary to 
be an economist to follow the arguments presented. 

In the discussion afterwards we looked in more detail at a 
few of the key themes mentioned in the video and 
covered in more detail in the book. 

We looked at the question of planetary boundaries, of 
which nine were identified by Johan Rockström and others 
at the Stockholm Resilience Centre in 2009.  Three of these 
boundaries have already been overstepped - Biodiversity 
Loss, Climate Change and the Nitrogen cycle (see article in 
the next column).  A 20-minute TED talk on this subject by 
Johan Rockström is available at the following link: 

http://www.ted.com/talks/
johan_rockstrom_let_the_environment_guide_our_development 

There is evidence that once people have enough, no extra 
satisfaction is derived from having even more.  We learned 
that inequality within a society may bring more negative 
results than poverty.  This theme is explored in some 
research carried out by Richard Wilkinson and Kate Pickett 
which was published in The Spirit Level in 2009.  The 

findings of this research are also explored in a TED Talk 
available at the link shown below: 

www.ted.com/talks/richard_wilkinson 

Another theme in Enough is Enough is the way we 
measure progress, the use of GDP as the key indicator 
being problematic both because “bad” things (such as 
clearing up after disasters) contribute to it, and others  
which contribute to people’s wellbeing are not included.  
A range of other additional measures are proposed. 

We also explored the challenge of global population 
growth—2 billion are forecast to be added to the current 
7 billion by mid century.  Meeting the basic needs of these 
extra people whilst respecting planetary boundaries will 
require some significant adjustments to the distribution of 
wealth and resource use across the planet. 

The way growth in recent times has been financed 
almost exclusively by ever increasing debt also featured 
in our discussions.  

We looked at one Christian response to this - CEL’s project 

 

 

 

 

The project aims to: 

¶ Produce a 'Christian manifesto on the political 
economy' by the autumn, for asking church leaders to 
sign up to. 

¶ Use that in run up to the next general election to 
influence political candidates. 

¶ Get personal and parochial action - e.g. on church and 
personal investments & savings and on all the issues 
the working groups are coming up with. 

The showing of the Enough is Enough video is likely to be 
repeated in the autumn for the Transition MK group 
(though without the additional Christian content).  We will 
let you know the date and venue in due course. 

The Nitrogen Cycle 

One of the planetary boundaries currently being exceeded 
relates to the nitrogen cycle.  This is hard to explain in the 
space available in this newsletter, but there is good article 
and 8-minute video about it at the following link: 

http://www.n-print.org/node/31 

Elsewhere on this website, you can find a calculator for 
measuring your personal nitrogen footprint: 

http://www.n-print.org/N-Calculator  

When you answer the questions, the results are displayed 
as a chart like the one shown on the next page: 

http://www.ted.com/talks/johan_rockstrom_let_the_environment_guide_our_development
http://www.ted.com/talks/johan_rockstrom_let_the_environment_guide_our_development
http://www.ted.com/talks/richard_wilkinson
http://www.n-print.org/node/31
http://www.n-print.org/N-Calculator


MK Smart 

MK Smart is a new collaborative initiative led by the Open 
University aimed at developing innovative solutions to 
support economic growth in Milton Keynes.   A challenge 
for the city is to achieve growth which is sustainable – it 
must not exceed the capacity of the infrastructure and it 
must meet key carbon reduction targets. 

The project will focus on topics such as transport, energy 
and water.  A data hub is to be created which will support 
the gathering of vast amounts of information from a 
variety of sources. This will be analysed to support 
intelligent planning and the future usage of resources 
across the city. 

Partners include Community Action MK, Milton Keynes 
Council, Graymatter, UCMK, Anglia Water, BT and E-On. 

The intention is to engage with the business community, 
educational establishments, and the wider community.   
Engagement with the latter will be achieved through 
events known as “Citizen Labs”.  The first of these took 
place on the 21st May, with around 40 present.  We 
started with a networking event called “People-Powered 
Change” at which we had presentations aimed at 
providing some insights into how community initiatives 
can be financed, designed and implemented. 

Most of us then stayed on for lunch (provided by Think 
Food) and then we broke into three discussion groups for 
the “Citizen Lab” on the theme of Social Innovation.   Each 
group focussed on one topic, proposing a list of ideas 
from which three had to be selected for presenting in the 
plenary session afterwards. 

Two further Citizen Labs are already planned: 

Community Energy – 16th June 2.00-7.30 at the OU 

Sustainable Water - 18th July, venue tba 

Lots more information about the project is available on 
the website at the following link: 

http://www.mksmart.org/ 

Redways: An Asset Fit for the Future 

Prior to the event on May 21st there had been a pilot 
Citizen Lab on April 30th at which around 30 people 
gathered to engage with this subject. 

In the brief introductory talk we were reminded about the 
low proportion of journeys made by cycle in Milton Keynes 
compared with other parts of the UK.  This is in spite of 
having the Redway network, and presents us with the 
challenge of what we can do to address it. 

We spent most of the morning in discussion groups 
considering ideas for improving the cycling experience in 
Milton Keynes.  The output was a list of project ideas for 
further consideration, summarised as follows: 

¶ Design enhancements to segregate pedestrians from 
cyclists, including the creation of some key routes 
(“super redways”) 

¶ Ideas to improve wayfinding, including better 
signposting, invisible signs, mobile apps, etc. 

¶ Lighting innovation – reflective and reactive lighting. 

¶ New methods for users to be able to report/log 
maintenance problems including from mobile phones 
and having the ability to upload photos. * 

¶ Cycle rental facilities, with tracking facilities inbuilt. 

¶ An education programme in local schools. 

* A member of the Cyclists Touring Club (CTC) told us that 
their website has a page where people can comment on 
good and bad examples of cycling infrastructure: 

http://www.ctc.org.uk/campaign/space-for-cycling/cycling
-infrastructure 

Some MK examples can be found on this! 

What is rather unclear at present is how these ideas will be 
taken forward and incorporated into the MK Council’s 
implementation plan following the adoption of the new 
Cycling Strategy last year. 

A wet winter and a warm spring...   

It is predicted that this will be a bumper year for soft fruit 
and there has been an abundance of flowers, such as the 
bluebells shown here at Ashridge at the beginning of May. 

 

My results were not dissimilar to the average for the UK.   
It isn’t worth worrying too much about giving precise 
answers. The most important observation is that for many 
people the nitrogen footprint of food consumption is 
likely to be far larger than all the other factors combined. 

After answering the questions and looking at the result, it 
is worth then going back and adjusting the answers you 
have given for each category (eg how much dairy you 
consume) to see the effect on the chart.   Meat and dairy 
consumption make a large difference! 

http://www.mksmart.org/
http://www.ctc.org.uk/campaign/space-for-cycling/cycling-infrastructure
http://www.ctc.org.uk/campaign/space-for-cycling/cycling-infrastructure


David Miller 
30th May 2014 

Christianity in the dock… 

Some of you may have noticed the interview in this 
week’s Radio Times (24-30 May, p26) in connection with 
the new series of Springwatch featuring Chris Packham 
and Bill Oddie.  Following paragraphs about failures in the 
recent past which have resulted in species loss, there is a 
question about what the future holds, to which Chris’s 
answer includes the following: 

"Christianity doesn't help: we're made in God's image so 
everything is there to be exploited by us. It doesn't help 
people's attitudes." 

It was sad to read this, but we have to be realistic and own 
up to the fact that some sections of the Christian 
community do still adhere to this view of our place in 
creation. 

The article has generated discussion on the CEL members 
blog in recent days and I am pleased to report that various 
responses to Chris Packham’s assertion have been 
published. There is an article in The Tablet (an 
International Catholic news weekly) which includes 
quotations from members of CEL. 

There is also an open letter from Dr Ruth Valerio (in her 
role at A Rocha) to Chris Packham, inviting him to look 
with her at a variety of environmental work being done by 
Christians and suggesting that we are really on the same 
side and ought to be pulling together. 

http://ruthvalerio.net/2014/05/21/an-open-letter-and-
invitation-to-chris-packham/ 

Elections this year and next 

To what extent were people voting last week familiar with 
the policies of the parties fielding candidates?  The leaflets 
which came through my door were of variable quality, 
even those from some of the “main” parties.  It would also 
have been useful to have been provided with a clear 
explanation of the reason why we were being asked to 
vote for up to three candidates in the local election and to 
have been reminded how the results of the votes in the 
European elections are translated into seats in the  
European parliament.  It would have helped to have found 
the website voteforpolicies.org.uk beforehand! 

This website provides a tool for viewing various 
statements on a number of issues such as education, 
crime, health, environment, Europe, democracy, etc.  For 
each category you can select the statements that give the 
best match with your own opinions.  When you have 
completed the survey the website tells you which party 
has the policies that match your opinions most closely.    

The overall results are that the Green Party  comes out the 
winner with UKIP and the BNP last.  Results broken down 
into each category can also be viewed. The Green Party 
are winners on Crime, Education, the NHS and the 
Environment, the Liberal Democrats win on both the 
Economy and Democracy, Labour come top on Welfare 
and Immigration and the Conservatives on Europe. 

There is an excellent new 
publication The Guide to 
Sustainable Democracy 
2014, published a few 
days ago (to mark one full 
year before the next 
General Election) by Blue 
and Green Tomorrow, 
which contains more 
results from the survey.  It 
is recognised that the 
survey is not a statistically 
representative sample - 
the proportion of those 
participating intending to 

vote (in last week's elections) being very high - but it does 
claim to give the views of an informed and highly engaged 
slice of the British electorate today.   You can download 
the guide at: 

http://blueandgreentomorrow.com/reports/the-guide-to-
sustainable-democracy-2014/ 

Open Farm Sunday 

On Sunday 8th June there is an opportunity to meet the 
farmers who grow our food and look after the countryside.  
A number of farms within a 20 mile radius of Milton 
Keynes are participating and you can find them by visiting 
the website and putting your postcode in the search box. 

http://www.farmsunday.org/ofs12b/home.eb  

Future MKCEG events 

Visit to Wicken Fen 

Saturday 21st June, leaving MK at 9.30 

There is still time to book your place on this visit, but 
please hurry as we need to confirm final numbers 
(especially for the boat trip) to the National Trust next 
week (w/c June 1st).  

Contact david@millersofmk.co.uk to book, or to find out 
more details about the visit.  

The Theology of Climate Change  

This autumn we are planning  an evening at which Revd 
Stephen Mosedale will explore with us what Christian 
theology has to say about climate change. 

The date is Tuesday 11th November, and we will provide 
more details and let you know the venue in the next 
Newsletter. 
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